
This Week's Faith for Thought:  
 

Summer Reading Edition! 

 

Here are three books and a movie that have been recommended by Conference 
Staff for your summer reading and viewing: 

 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, by Matthew Desmond. 
All General Synod delegates and visitors have been encouraged to read this book. 
Desmond will be a keynote speaker in Milwaukee. Evicted is a very readable book 
about a very difficult topic – poverty and the struggle for housing in Milwaukee. 
Desmond shares stories about eight families and the challenges they face in 
securing adequate housing for themselves and their families. Very accessible, but 
very challenging.  
 

Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others, by Barbara Brown 
Taylor. This is a great follow up to Taylor’s earlier book, Leaving Church, as she 
recounts her encountering other faiths and how that led to a deepening of her own 
faith. Taylor is brilliant at telling stories about people and the variety of their 
religious experiences – and how her pilgrimage has been enhanced by their 
journeys.  
 

Defining Moments: My Story by John MacNaughton Rogers. (Michigan 
Conference Minister, Emeritus!) In Defining Moments, I attempt to tell my story 
by pointing to events throughout my life that, together, conspired to define the 
person I’ve come to be. I feel my fifty years of ministry — while a gigantic influence 
— were less important to my ‘rock tumbler of a life’ than marriage and family, 
travel, and what I like to think of as ‘Luck.’ Others may think of this in terms of 
God’s Grace. If I had to choose a solitary word to describe my life, that word would 
be Grateful! (John Rogers) Available at Amazon.com for $10  

 

The Best of Enemies. This docu-drama is the story of how Durham, North 
Carolina schools were desegregated. The film introduced me to the concept of the 
"charrette," a method of listening to others with deeply-held differing opinions. I 
was astounded to realize this took place in 1971, and intrigued by the process that 
led to a view of the common good and a decision that changed Durham. We can 
learn much! (Ruth Fitzgerald)  

 

 


