
Love of Neighbor 

 

Each new days seems to bring a new attack on our immigrant neighbors. The sudden spike in 

the breadth of these challenges can be staggering. We have seen the images of children 

sleeping on concrete floors, parents grieving after being forcibly separated from their 

children, and overcrowding and lack of basic humanitarian conditions in detention facilities. 

Congregations and communities across Michigan are asking what can be done to help the 

migrant families and children being held in immigrant detention. As the United Church of 

Christ we have declared ourselves to be an immigrant welcoming church, believing that 

love of neighbor extends to welcoming each migrant – and that compassion should be at the 

root of how our nation treats migrants and those seeking asylum.  
 

How we invest our money reflects our values as a nation, and right now our values appear to 

be diminished by family separation, child detention, and opening private prisons to detain 

immigrants. The challenges we face are made more difficult by hateful rhetoric and the 

violence that often follows. This has to turn around. We must call instead for investment and 

policies that focus on the uplifting of family unity, address the root causes of global forced 

migration, and respect the rights and dignity of every person. 
 

To these ends, the Council of Conference Ministers will gather in Washington D.C. in 

September to urge Congress to end family and child detention, family separation and the 

funding of practices that create internment camps.  
 

You can join this effort by writing your own letter to Congress and sending it to the 

Conference Office (5945 Park Lake Road, East Lansing, MI 48823) for me to hand deliver in 

Washington, DC. Let Congress know that we, as people of faith, stand strong in our belief 

that extending a welcome to migrants and asylum seekers not only helps communities 

flourish, but that it is living into a higher moral calling. This type of advocacy can be done by 

anyone, at any age. Letters can include drawings from children, personal stories, art and/or 

thoughts on what home and welcome mean. Find your member of Congress by going to: 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative  

 

Letters should be sent to me before September 20th. Conference Ministers will be faithfully 

urging representatives to reject increases in detention, deportation and border militarization 

funding; commit to strong and meaningful oversight of Department of Homeland Security 

policies and practices; and earnestly seek more compassionate and humane alternatives to 

detention.  
 

Thank you for your support of this important endeavor. 
 

With you on the Journey, 
 

Campbell Lovett 

Conference Minister 
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