
Eastward Ho! 

 

I travelled with a UCC delegation to the Middle East in 2016. After visits with our mission 

partners in Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan we arrived in Israel/Palestine and toured 

Jerusalem’s Old City. At the Temple Mount, we learned more about the Golden Gate. This 

gate, now sealed, was the only eastern entrance to the Temple Mount and is likely the gate 

through which Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. When you look at this eastern 

gate from outside the wall, as you walk down the hill toward the Garden of Gethsemane, 

you realize how steep the climb was for Jesus and his followers. Riding on a donkey 

would have been a great help for Jesus! 

 

John Domenic Crossan suggests that Jesus’ choice of an eastern entrance into Jerusalem 

was to parody the entrance from the west of Pilate and his Roman guard. Early Christians 

believed that in the Second Coming of Jesus, Christ would appear from the east in keeping 

with the Palm Sunday entrance strategy. The resurrection also was associated with the 

easterly direction because of the women journeying to the tomb at dawn and seeing its 

emptiness by morning’s first sunlight. Our Easter sunrise services usually face eastward to 

recall that first Easter morn; and for that same reason many early churches were built with 

altar areas situated in the east of the building.  
 

There is much significance in this eastward direction. I have walked through airports and 

seen faithful Muslims find a secluded corner, face east, kneel and offer one of their five 

daily prayers. I have been a part of Native American blessings where, facing east, we 

honored the dawn, light, wisdom and understanding. Though I admire a glorious sunset, I 

am more inspired by the first light of day. I’ve been to Cadillac Mountain in Maine where 

(allegedly) the sun can first be seen in the US, and to Newfoundland where the sun’s rays 

first shine in North America. My “first light” prayer on most mornings is: “Thank you, 

God, for giving me another day; I’ve never had this one before!” 

 

Over the next ten days, folks will gather from the north and the south, the east and the 

west. We will gather to remember and recall the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and 

Easter. I pray that the light from the east will illuminate and inspire our gatherings so that 

the message of life over death, hope over fear, and love over hate may be boldly 

proclaimed and faithfully lived out. 
 

With you on the Journey, 

Campbell Lovett 

Conference Minister 
 

 


